FOULSHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Foulsham Parish held on Wednesday 20 May 2026 at 19:00 in the New Frost Hall

Present: Cllrs Geoff Fearn, Sharon Stilgoe, Stephen Atkinson, Michelle Carrick, Jill Duck, Colin Ferris and Clive Taylor.
Locum Clerk: Miss Laura Bateman		County & District Councillor: Cllr David Thomas 
Members of the public present: 1

The meeting opened at 19:00
1. Apologies:
None received.

2. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 April 2025 were unanimously approved and were signed by the Chair. 

3. Annual Report from the Parish Council

Cllr Fearn presented the Parish Council's Annual Report for 2025–2026, highlighting the Council's key activities and achievements during the year, including:

· The increase in the parish precept and the reasons for this decision.
· Successful efforts to secure the removal of the burger van from the village.
· Ongoing work to address issues relating to dog fouling.
· Changes to Parish Council personnel.
· Continued management and maintenance of the pavilion and surrounding area.
· A successful Parish Partnership Scheme (PPS) funding bid for new village gateway signs.
· The review of planning applications and submission of comments where appropriate.
· Completion of a comprehensive tree survey to support ongoing risk management.
· Appointment of a new grounds maintenance contractor.
· Migration of the Parish Council's website and email addresses to .gov.uk domains.
· Continued management and monitoring of the SAM2 speed awareness sign.

Cllr Fearn expressed his thanks to County Councillor Greg Peck for his hard work and support during his time in office.

Cllr Fearn also announced that he would not be seeking re-election as Chair of the Parish Council. The meeting recorded its sincere thanks to Cllr Fearn for his dedication, hard work, and commitment during his time as Chair.

4. Annual report from District Councillor

Cllr Thomas provided an update on current district council activities, including:

· Local Government Reorganisation (LGR): A single unitary authority has been agreed as part of the LGR proposals. However, the new County Council administration is undertaking legal reviews of this decision
· Road Safety: Ongoing work is taking place with the police to address speeding vehicles within the village.
· Members' Funding: Funding is available from 29 May 2026. Cllr Thomas confirmed he would support efforts to secure funding for improvements to the village pavilion.
· A47 Roadworks: Works on the A47 are progressing well and are currently ahead of schedule.
· Norwich Western Link: Progress on the Norwich Western Link has been halted, and alternative route options are now being explored.

	
5. Annual Report from County Councillor

In the absence of County Councillor Greg Peck, the Clerk read his Annual Report for 2025–2026, highlighting key achievements and investment by Norfolk County Council during the year, including:

· Investment in libraries and the reopening of Norwich Castle following a £27 million redevelopment.
· More than £40 million invested in adult social care and supported living services.
· Continued improvements in children's services, including additional support for care leavers and youth employment opportunities.
· Increased funding for highway maintenance and infrastructure, with Norfolk recognised as one of the top-performing highway authorities in England.
· Significant investment in bus services, including the introduction of more electric buses, improved routes, lower fares, and increased passenger numbers.
· Environmental initiatives, including the planting of more than 850,000 trees and a 50% reduction in the Council's carbon emissions.
· Investment to support local economies through improvements to town centres, housing, and transport connectivity.

The report also noted that the County Council had approved a balanced budget for 2026–2027, enabling continued investment in frontline services and infrastructure despite ongoing financial pressures.

The Clerk reported that 99 highway improvement schemes had been delivered in partnership with parish councils through the Parish Partnership Programme. The report also highlighted additional initiatives, including a new AI-supported falls prevention programme for vulnerable residents and the launch of a £500,000 Community Fund to support local voluntary and community organisations.

The report further referred to the Government's proposals for local government reorganisation, including plans for three unitary councils in Norfolk and the postponement of the Norfolk and Suffolk mayoral election.

In closing, the Clerk read County Councillor Peck's message thanking residents and parish councils for their support during his 11 years in office and confirming that he would not be seeking re-election.

The meeting recorded its appreciation for County Councillor Peck's service and thanked him for his support of the Parish Council and the local community throughout his time in office.



6. [bookmark: _Hlk204099860]Reports from other organisations

There were no other reports received.
 						                                        
7. Any other business

There were no matters raised under any other business. 


Meeting closed at 7.26pm

Next Meeting date: Wednesday 19n May 2027 at 7.00pm


Signed:_________________________(Chair)	Date:_____________________						
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